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Editor's Note

Dear Allies of the Movement,

There is a moment, and many of us have liv@dntjob is to resource, accompany, and amplify
when something shifts. When a hand is extetivedwork.
across a room, a story is told out loud for the
rst time, or a retrogressive law is challengel this edition you will meet the organisations doing
a courtroom. In that moment, something ancigwat work. You will read the numbers that make the
and unstoppable stirs. That is what this heactisk for urgent action. You will hear voices that
compilation is about. the mainstream rarely centres. And you will see,
we hope, that feminist approaches are the most
This is Power Campaign is a recognition, that éative framework we have for building a world
centuries, across every continent and cultbed is safer and fairer for everyone, rather than a
where FON operates, from the highlandsnafhe concern or a political position.
Ethiopia to the barrios of Colombia, from the
shing communities of coastal Senegal to YNe publish this magazine in English, Spanish, and
densely packed cities of Bangladesh, there lhareh, because this movement is global and its
been people who refused to accept that inequstiiifes belong to everyone. We dedicate it to
was inevitable. People who built shelters wlkieny CSO leader who stayed, every survivor who
the state would not. Who held listening cirsigske or healed in silence, every community that
when institutions fell silent. Who went to courtptganised when it would have been easier to give
parliament, to the street, and to each other. up.

These people are civil society organisations.TAARd 1S POWER.

this magazine is here to tell their stories. FON,

the Feminist Opportunity Now fund, was built

on a single, radical premise: that the women,\gi : :
LGBTQI+, intersex, and gender-diverse peé%(ﬁh sqho!anty,
closest to the problem are closest to the solufif@N Editorial Team
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Feminist Opportunities Now project is a global y

Wh at IS Initiative that exists to strengthen and amplify the

work of grassroots feminist organizations across

Fe m I n ISt the globe. The project spans across four regions '

and in ten countries, namely: East Africa (Kenya

O p p O rtu n Itl eS & Ethiopia), West Africa (Cote d’lvoire & Guinea), §

Latin America (Colombia & Mexico) and Asia
N OW (F O N (Bangladesh & Sri Lanka). |
an d Wh at OeS The consortium that is implementing this project :

IS composed of the International Planned

It Stan d fO r? Parenthood Federation — Africa Regional O ce I

(IPPF ARO) as lead agency, Creating Resources
for Empowerment and Action Inc. (CREA),
Empow’Her (EH), the International Federation
for Human Rights (FIDH) and Meédecins du
Monde-France (MdM-FR).

FON believes that the people closest to the
challenges are also closest to the solutions.

Fm — By creating opportunities for collaboration
NOW with grassroots feminist organisations through

storytelling, learning, and advocacy, FON works to
ensure that local voices shape global conversations
and that community-led action receives the |
visibility and support it deserves. J
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This I1s Power Campalign

This is Power is a 360 degree communications campaign running dioballgnguages, English,
Spanish and French. Based on feminist principles, the camgai@s the stories, and impact of
grassroots Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) working to advaecesgeality, justice and social
Inclusion. It is grounded in the belief that communities are best plagedastidg change, FON
provides a platform for community advocates, and organizations twoshedgds inspire action,
and in uence conversations that shape more equstabéties.

The campaign focuses on promoting equal rights opportunitiesegugtyitgnd justice, advocating
for equitable access to comprehensive SRHR information, serviaadi)yaadtonomy for all.

Grounded in three pillars, This is Power Campaign told a story on eachllaf shesenaly:

1. Understanding Feminism

Feminism is one of the most misunderstood weeasinism, as lived by many Grassroot
In public conversation. It has been caricatubrdanisations, is the pursuit of justice, equality,
weaponised, mistranslated, and deliberatgignomy, and dignity, achieved through solidarity

distorted by those who bene t from the systeaml systemic change. It is not a movement against
It seeks to dismantle. So before we go furthemést. It is not a Western import. It iIs not about
us be direct. victimhood. And most importantly it is not new.
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The Myths vs The Truth

—

Myth
Feminism IS anti-men
and anti-family.

Myth
Feminism is a Wester

ideology imposed on
other cultures.

Myth

Myth

Feminism divides
communities by
focusing only on
women.

Feminist organisations
help victims. That'’s it.

Truth

Feminism is for everyone. When women and girls are
safe, educated, and free, men, children, families, and
entire communities bene t. Feminist movements
have always included men as allies, partners, and
advocates.

Truth

Every region FON works in has its own deep history
women’s organising, resistance, and leadership, fro
the women of the Maasai community to the feminist
movements of Ciudad Juarez. Feminism is rooted i
local realities. FON'’s approach is explicitly decolo

Truth

Feminist CSOs are rst responders, yes, but they 2
also lawmakers, researchers, advocates, communit
builders, and drivers of systemic change.

Truth

FON'’s feminist approach is intersectional. It

centers on women, girls, LGBTQI+, intersex, Afro-
descendant, indigenous, and all structurally excluded
communities, because none of us are free until all of
us are free.



In Their Own Words

for dignity. Caring for
choice. Caring for the right
to live free from harm.” g

Community Member, §
Eastern Africa

“Feminism is care. Caring \ |

- . (4 . :
::.0:::0.‘::0.
e g . g “Feminism is not about hatin
' men. It is about changing a \

system that harms all of us,

, men, women, alike.”
' ‘ CSO leader, West Afri

—‘I.M

“

“Feminism is simply the mobilizatio
of women to be recognized within
the category of humanity and to ha
their rights guaranteed.” ;

Jessica Murillo, g
Human Rights Advocate
Latin America/”

feminist, | was afraid of it. No
| know it simply means | believg
in fairness. And who does not |
believe in fairness?”




What Feminism Looks Like in Practice

L
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It looks like a shelter in Addis Ababa that takes in | kN FE\L
women eeing violence and gives them legal aid, ' - 3
psychosocial support, and HIV treatment. #%
[ LT P P RRTLTS "-“ -

It looks like a paralegal network in Bangladesh training
community members to recognise and report intimate
partner violence, operating in places where thalfor
justice system has never set foot.

It looks like an organisation in Colombia that It looks like a queer community centre In
turned a femicide survivors’' collective into a Sri Lanka providing arming healthcare to
legal advocacy body that has changed howLGBTQI+ people denied care everywhere else.
judges interpret gender-based crimes.

Feminism Is the work being done right now,
INn communities across the world, by the civil

soclety organisations in this magazine.




2. Communities That Drive Change

Why Grassroots Feminist CSOs Are the Frontline

A Funding Gap

Across the regions where FON operates, feeording to a report by The Guardiann 3
evidence is unambigualish 3 womeim Africa women face violence in their lifetimes and the
experiencesntimate partner violence. Unsafeony is only 1% of gender equality funding is
abortionaccounts foP% of maternal deatihs going to feminist’s organisatioiiis comes
Sub-Saharan Africa. Women in Asia hol@0%y even as funding commitments to support gender
of parliamentary seatsGBTQI+ and intersexequality e orts increase, with governments and
people faceforced sterilisation,conversioninternational institutions pledging more than $1bn
practices, and systematic denial of care in domenancial support.
of countries. In much of Latin America, femicide
rates continue to climb even as legal framewinks same report further suggests that true
are slowly strengthened. gender justice requires a radical overhaul of
traditional funding structures, beginning with the
The need is vast. Yet Less than one percediraxt shifting of nancial resources to feminist
all gender equality funding reaches feministraotiements in the Global South, where a mere 1%
society organisations directly. Read that agaiof aid currently reaches grassroots organisations.

The response must be local. And the organisdiionsrs must move away from rigid bureaucracy

best positioned to deliver that response, Femiovsard agildpng-term funding modelsuch as

Grassroots CSOs, are the least resourced a¢tmS_eading from the Soutiritiative, that treat

In the ecosystem. FON exists to change tlatal movements as equal partners and mandate

equation. Here is why it matters, and how. critical transformation of institutional politics
to truly turn commitments into systemic social

change, a commitment FON and consortium
1. They Are First Responders and So Much Morgyariners are devoted to.

When a survivor of gender-based violence needs

help at 2am, a multilateral institution is the furthest _ _

reach for help. She calls the women who rur%‘tﬂgey LfivegBystefyc Cgagge

safe house down the road. Feminist CSOs ard-&id’s partner CSOs are delivering services, they

remain to be the rst point of contact in a crigiee reshaping norms, in uencing legislation, and
But their role does not stop there. building the evidence bases that are changing how

governments and institutions respond to gender

These organisations are simultaneously sheifteggjality, while at it.

legal advocates, policy researchers, community

educators, and movement builders. They respohthiopia, thésood Samaritan Associathas
immediately and ght for the structure. They ha@ttumented the intersection of HIV stigma and
both at once, and they do it with a fraction of gie@ader-based violence, informing national health
resources available to larger international actpgicy. In Colombia, feminist legal collectives hav

9



secured landmark court decisions on femiaidgustainability Is Part of the Model

Casedp poinfithg cahpaigningrgr tgSvalibsa One of the most persistent failures of international

Elvira Cely Lawghich criminalized femicide, aﬂ%velopment funding is the project cycle:

advocating before the Supreme Court to Clar”eélqurces ow for three years, then disappear.

{pe'qgdravatifly gelimsiances of“beingaworpah IS designed di erently. The fund actively

Survivor-led organizations andcivil society IkB'[V\?#P p;;tscfrﬁg r?i ntg gO:Z\étesIOVSi tﬁ %’r?ggmselgtear:g?:tlilgé

n Banglad_gsh javg’ been heayily advocatinaqcti(\)/fties community nancing mechanisms, and
this regogriipn € sex origas fokakall alid thedigital fundraising tools, so that organisations

reReal Qf laws that leave SoX W ontecFed can survive and grow beyond any single donor
from violence and exploitation. An article rePétionship

IProbonccalls it “the paradox of sex work”, where

QX WIS DOt IISGaUEL ILIS SORENO unla\AFHIIS IS so that we move away from charity into an

iInvestment in infrastructure that treats feminist
3. Our Consortium Model Multiplies Impact CSOs as social enterprises that are worthy of
tutional support.

FON operates as a consortium, bringing togemgj
IPPF, Médecins du Monde, CREA, FIDH,
and Empow’Her, each anchoring the fund ) fhey Own Their Own Stories

speci ¢ region. This model provides somet?jn%a W AW oo SR e MY A
that standalone funding mechanisms cannot’ the r P Y PP

combination of local embeddedness and gfgignunications and narrative change is buil
legitimacy. on a principle that sounds simple, yet is rarely

Implemented: the people doing the work should
tell their own stories.
SRR Brings decades of feminist _ _ _ _
% - Creéa organising expertise in Asia. Rather than extracting survivor testimonials for
donor reports, FON invests in the storytelling
SR SR el ceel  capacity of the CSOs themselves, giving the
QoI CEANRRCIGIN  communicators a  platform, building  digital
America. presence, and supporting survivor-centred media.
Theresultis a narrative that is more authentic, more
powerful, and more sustainable than anything
produced from the outside.

Provides the Africa-wide

i ' ' a Infrastructure and the convening
EI I Il power to bring CSOs into regiong

and global advocacy spaces,
ACHPR, AWID, UN bodies.

“\/\/e are not the subject of someone else’s story.
We are the authors.
CSO leader, West Africa ’ ’

Together, they ensure that no CSO supporléts Is what it looks like to take a solidarity-driven
by FON is left to navigate complex dorffProach seriously. Creating the conditions in
requirements, reporting frameworks, or poIiMﬁ@iPh communities can speak, and be heard for
crackdowns alone. themselves.

10




Why Donor Voices
Ma err

Their perspective o ers an important

Insight into what equitable partnerships
look like in practice, why investing

In locally led feminist movements

creates stronger and more sustainable
outcomes, and how donor-community

s relationships are evolving beyond
traditional aid models.

Why Donor Voices Matter In these conversations, our partners

Featuring: The French Development Agency re ect on the importance of supporting
sexual and reproductive health and
rights, strengthening  grassroots
Transforming systems requires more than nancial organisations, and building funding
investment, it requires trust, shared purpose,maddels rooted in trust, accountability, and shared
a willingness to rede ne how change happeponsibility. Their voices reinforce a central
For too long, international development has h@egsage of thikhis Is Poweampaign: meaningful
framed as a one-way relationship where doag#islasting change happens when communities

provide solutions and communities receive thegdl, and when donors choose to amplify—not
This Is Poweempaigichallenges that narrativegvershadow—that leadership.

At the heart of the campaign is a simple Tafjether, these interviews demonstrate that
powerful beliefthat the people closest to thgower is not held by those who fund chBoger

challenges are also closest to the solutipB®ngs to the communities creating it every day.
Grassroots feminist  organisations

possess the knowledge, relationships,

and lived experience needed to drive gecay o
lasting change. The role of donors is nQus™ y
to lead these movements, but to sta
alongside them as trusted partnerg
providing the resources, exibility, a

long-term commitment that enabl
local leadership to thrive. Yy 1 ;
That is why hearing directly from o Why DO'I'IO'I' VOICBS Maﬂ'er

funding partners matters. Featuring: The French Embassy, Kenya

11



Il FOCUS

Kenya & Ethiopia

Eastern Africa sits at a crossroads of profadmeen by entrenched poverty and systemic gapsin
transformation and profound resistance. Womeproductive education. According to UNESCO,
and qirls across Kenya and Ethiopia are leddmgvery 5 teenage girls between the ages of 15-19
movements that are reshaping their countgrears, have either had a live birth or are pregnarg
relationships with gender, health, and powerwathdtheir rst child. This rate increases rapidly

that have long treated their bodies, choices,amndng girls aged 19.
voices as secondary concerns.

When young girls face early pregnancies, they
In Kenya, gender-based violence remaimss routinely forced out of the school system,
pervasive, with intimate partner violence a ectegienting an intergenerational cycle of
approximately 1 in 3 women. Legal framewsm&somic dependency and vulnerability to further 88
have strengthened in recent years, 3beual exploitation.
O ences Act, the Protection Against Domestic -
Violence Actbut implementation is uneven, a@dassroots organizations argue that, when a ¥}
rural communities often remain beyond the rehglyear-old girl becomes a mother, her childhood }
of formal justice systems. LGBTQI+ Kenyans éeetively ends, making local Civil Society

same-sex relations still criminalised under ¢olaniaestoring their educational and socioeconomic
era statutes. futures.

Further, Kenya Is presently struggling witReghaps one of the most grievous of all Femicide.
regional spike in adolescent fertility rates, he@kib/ crisis reached a breaking point as Kenya

L=
f;‘ |
oo (A D




recorded its highestever femicide toll withTake Con ict in the region has further catalysed ¢
least 170 women killed in 2024, representirtgeainjustice against women and children. It has
staggering 79% increase from the previous gesatively turned women’s bodies into active

as documented byfrica Check.This trend battle elds. Survivors of conictrelated sexual

represents the lethal conclusion of unaddressadnce endure profound physical trauma and
domestic abuse, highlighting the urgent neeg$gchological devastation, yet they are routinely
‘ donor-backed safehouses and legal aid. cut o from formal medical and psychosocial
) Infrastructure.
As one frontline Kenyan rights activist, within
the FON Network put it, “We are dealing withiRacent independent eld reports highlight
societal emergency where home has becomdhitearmed forces frequently perpetrate sexual
most dangerous place for a woman.” violence, with brutal patterns of gang rape and
sexual slavery by armed groups continuing up
In Ethiopia, the intersection of genderbashtbugh recent years, as veri ed Aynesty
violence and HIV stigma creates compoundmgrnational.
vulnerabilities for women, particularly those
who have experienced sexual violence or Gaupled with the con ict, severe climate shocks,
are engaged Iin sex work. Despite signi aacluding devastating regional droughts, have
government rhetoric around gender equality,dbpounded the e ects of the crisis. Desperate
practical infrastructure for survivor supporfasilies are forced into extreme survival strategies
concentrated in urban centres, leaving vast thaaldirectly endanger young girls. In these fragile
ecosystems,  families
,".‘

®

Increasingly utilize child
marriage as a desperate
nancial coping
mechanism to o0 set
resource scarcity.

Data tracked by the
Global Centre  for
the Responsibility to
Protect notes that child
marriage rates rise by
roughly 4 percentage
points in highly con ict-
a ected areas. Frontline
advocates emphasize
populations without access to services. QGhadl families are selling their daughters’ futures
marriage, though declining nationally, persistsria few head of cattle because climate shocks
certain regions at rates that continue to rob gelstroyed their livelihoods, leaving local feminist
of their education and autonomy. CSOs as the only voices reminding communities
that girls possess inherent value.

: | (m - w7 _U,, AN AN,
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What FON CSOs are Doing in Eastern Africa

Between 2022 and 2026, the Femini€SOs frequently operate under resource
Opportunities Now (FON) project allocated canstraints and shifting political landscapes that
€7 million sub-granting and capacity-buildingpder women-led advocacy. FON (led in the
fund to civil society organizations (CSOs) acregson by théPPF Africa Reqgipmtilizes a peer-
10 countries, with 65% of all funds dedicatedeer, horizontal feminist leadership model
specically to African grassroots feministempower grassroots activists. While speci c,
organizations. localized numerical impacts are highly qualitative,
these trainings directly facilitate safe community
FON'’s Eastern Africa portfolio is anchored bgpaces for marginalized women to drive their own
deep commitment to accompaniment, beyondastocacy.
funding, walking alongside CSOs as they navigate
hostile political climates, resource constraints Jiarfenya, femicide remains the most prevalent,
the daily emotional labour of frontline work. FOgent lethal issue facing women, with over
supports organisations working at the intersedti6@0 killings recorded between 2022 and 2024,
of GBV response and HIV care, organisatdisproportionately a ecting women aged 18 to
building feminist leadership In communi88sData indicates th@a % of victims knew their
historically excluded from advocacy spaceskiélads,highlighting the lethal nature of intimate
organisations challenging the legal and culparéher violence and a low accountability rate with
norms that permit violence against women famgbr than 10% of cases reaching a conviction.
LGBTQI+ people. FON-supported civil society organizations work to
disrupt this cycle by acting as local rst responders
Data highlights a severe overlap between geaderadvocating for state recognition of the crisis.
based violence (GBV) and HIV. UNAIDS
reported an estimated HIV prevalence of rou¢i@N combats femicide in Kenya by nancing
5.9% In eastern and southern Africa, but 144 civil society organizations (CSQOs), including
gure spikes up to 42.8% among highly vulnerabBldocal CBOs, through a €14 million global
and marginalized transgender populationsbaddet. The program provides up to €60,000
29.9% among sex workers. FON partners likarthexible funding to organizations like Feminists
International Community of Women Living withKenya and the Wangu Kanja Foundation to
HIV Eastern Africehampion the rights of womeaddress coercive control and provide legal support
living with HIV by actively challenging healthaarbigh-risk areas. For more information, visit the
domestic, and state-based violence EthiopigA= Africa Region.
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‘—1‘an rights

are not things
that are put
on the table
for people to
enjoy. These are
WKLQJV \R
for and then

Wangari Maathal

Founder of The Green Belt Movement
& Nobel Prize Laureate
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IN FOCUS

Cote d’'lvoire & Guinea

West Africa holds some of the continent’s miésmicide and domestic abuse cases are heavily

dynamic feminist civil society, and some otimderreported and Inadequately prosecuted

most entrenched gender inequalities, with Gi#eause survivors are structurally blocked by the

d’'Ilvoire ranking 114th and Guinea ranking I#gthcost of mandatory medical certi cates and

globally on the Global Gender Gap Index. In Ggsgtemic pressure for out-of-court settlements.

d’lvoire, women own fewer than 15% of agricultural

land, while in Guinea, 94.5% of women andAydess to sexual and reproductive health services/

face the trauma of Female Genital Mutilation, sretliding safe abortion, is severely limited by

54% are forced into child marriage before agéa®8.and cultural taboos continue to silence the
19.2% of youn Irls who experience sexual

Despite navigatingthese complex cultural, religionisnhce before adulthooAt the same time, a

and political landscapes, a vibrant network of over

150 active feminist groups is mobilizing across both

nations. Operating with limited formal budgets, mﬂ %

these feminist organisations are leveraging ¥

grassroots networks and digital coalitions to "l_

advance the rights of women, girls, and LGB Tjgit

communities withimmense courage and creati ¢

In Cote d’lvoire, gender-based violence remai :
a signi cant public health and human rights issue
with o cial data recording an alarmib@, /47

cases of GBV and 841 rapes in 2025 alone.
16
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new generation of feminist leaders, supporte@ dyital Mutilatiorf-or the LGBTQI+ community,
FON, is building legal advocacy movementsthaedandscape is additionally hostile degito
establishing holistic survival structures likectmeinalization under the national penal code,
Akwaba Mousso care ceByréraining advocatewhich systematically blocks marginalized groups
across 19 regional organizations and dirotly accessing health services and legal safety.
funding grassroots cells ieO Djigui Tugand
La Ligue, FON is successfully shifting the natiomatésponse to these complex religious, cultural,
and political dynamics, FON is deploying crucial
nancial infrastructure to sustain frontline
operations. FON’s West Africa work centres
on legal advocacy, survivor-centred media, and
the strengthening of feminist organisational
Infrastructure, empowering groups like WAFRICA
Guinée to roll out comprehensive protection
across 10 regional schools to dismantle school-
based rape, early marriage, and harassment. B
supporting networks likainbow Africa Guinea,
which protects a hidden membership of over
580 sexual and gender minorities, alongside {f
organizations like Organisation de Secours aux
conversation, empowering rural women to rdysntdicapés de Guinee (OSH-Guinég)lidarité

harmful practices like FGM, and driving systeétnicse-Guinéeand Femmes, Développement
legal reforms to break the culture of impunitg@Broits humains en Guinée (F2DHG) FON is
raised above. building a resilient framework of legal, medical, ang
psychosocial aid. These targeted interventions arg
In Guinea, gender Iinequalities are dedpbctly enabling grassroots advocates to safel
structural, with over 80% of women experienahgllenge deep-seated institutional taboos and
gender-based violence @d5% of women angrotect the region’s most vulnerable survivors.

girls subjected to the physical trauma of Female

‘ ‘his IS what

makes the

difference

Volla ce qui fait
la différ
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Latin America has produced some of the ntastiers to care. Concurrently, LGBTQI+ people, "
powerful feminist movements of the twenty- rgarticularly trans women, face extraordinary levels

century. FronlNi Una Menae the Green Wavepf violence, with monitoring groups recording
from the anti-femicide marches of Mexico Cityldetweerb0 and 70 transphobic murders annually.
the legal battles of Colombian feminist collectives \
this iIs a region where feminist organisinglim@&®lombia, the legacies of a decades-long arme
changed laws, toppled injustices, and built acaruct intersect with gender inequality in ways
generation of women-led institutions. that are still being reckoned with. The national
Single Registry of Victims has documeoted
And yet the violence continues. In Mexi86,000 unique cases of con ict-related sexual
femicide rates are among the highest in the wadéence, yet survivors face systemic barriers
with o cial registries tracking an averagd®fto justice, medical care, and reparations due to |
women murdered every single diayjpunity is bureaucratic corruption and localized instability.
endemic, with independent studies revealing that
over95% of femicides and intentional homicidésminist legal organisations have secured
against women go completely unpuniséadng signi cant precedents, including expanded legal
survivors and families with deep grief and nodegadions of femicide and stronger frameworks
justice. Access to safe abortion has exparfoledgender-based persecution in asylum claims,
acrossver 20 statefollowingandmark Supremdout the gap between law on paper and justice In
Court rulings,but implementation across th@actice remains wide, leaving nearly 40% of legal
country remains highly uneven, and 8% of abortion and reproductive healthcare requests in
women In rural and indigenous commut#ees rural con ict zones blocked by institutional delays
the greatest geographic, nancial, and linguastid illegal physician objections.




FON's Latin America portfolio is anchoreiéglecins du Monde (MdM - Frande)eraging deep
roots in community health, human rights defense, and equitablecasersal tand reproductive
rights to bridge the gap between progressive laws and frontlineBegati@sging a multi-million
euro regional fund, FON bypasses rigid international funding bareswordeploy exible sub-
grants (ranging up®60,000 per initiative) directly to unregistered collectives, indigemonen’s
associations, and grassroots advocates who bear the daily ebmiioo&friantline work.

Through these targeted resources, FON-supported CSOs are activeldyirdpact across four key
strategic pillars:

In Mexico, Recognizing the severe emotional toll of crisis
Because work,

state entities frequently misclassify femici as

to manipulate public safety data, these groupsse safe spaces provide specialized, trauma-

provide independent forensic tracking and dirdormed therapy and mental health support

legal representation to families, systematicp@ci cally designed for human rights defenders,

chipping away at the region’s 95% impunity rétentline activists, and families of victims.

To ensure landmark legal victories reach beynnl
capital cities,

These grassroots cells
safely distribute medical abortion information. These Initiatives provide
reproductive health counseling, and direct cammergency temporary shelters, legal defense
rural and indigenous women who are structiagéinst state-based and police violence, and
excluded from formal state hospitals. targeted pathways to secure, stigma-free HIV
and healthcare services.




Femicide Is a state
crime. For it to
take place, there
must be a criminal
convergence of
silence, omission,
negligence, and
partial or total
collusion on the part
of the authorities
responsible for
preventing and
eradicating these
crimes.

Marcela Lagarde

Legendary Mexican Academic,
Anthropologist, Author,
Researcher, Feminist Activist
& Politician



Asiais a continent of staggering diversity in cultuigangladesh, physical and sexual violence agains
religion, governance, and the particular fonomen, female sex workers, and transgender

that gender inequality takes within each context.
In Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, feminist CSOs are
navigating this diversity with sophisticatiasniguil
movements that are rooted in local realities while
connected to the global ght for gender justice.

This sophisticated mobilization occurs against

severe structural barriers. In the World Economic

Forum’s Global Gender Gap Index, Bangladesh

ranks 99th and Sri Lanka ranks 116th out of 146

countries. Financing for these movements remains

a critical global bottleneck; AWID mapping reveals

that less than 1% of international gender-equality

funding ever reaches local grassroots women'’s

rights groups directly. This scarcity forces Igdigia) people is a critical concern. Nationahheal
activists to rely almost entirely on unpaid volurdag con rms that over 70% of married women
labor. Despite these resource constraints, wohaye experienced intimate partner violence at
In Asia have achieved remarkable visilbddagl once in their lives, an issue that remains
currently exceedin0% of gender equalitgleeply underreported due to social stigma. Child
movement leadership many local spaces, tmearriage rates,(short advocacy Im against child |
highest regional proportion documented globatigrriage) though declining globally, remain




where rapid internet access has outpaced safety
regulations, this alliance trains young women and
student activists to recognize, report, and legally
ght back against targeted online defamation

campaigns. Backed by FON, they develop digital
media toolkits and run community-led legal clinics

for victims of online harassment. Their impact is
vital in preventing young girls from being driven
out of virtual and physical educational spaces,

. . o .. successfull rotecting their mental health,
elevated in speci c rural districts, Witho of girls ' ﬁyut ation gn dpst U cturgl autonomy

married before their 18th birthday. Additiona
the country’s multi-billion dollar garmept
iIndustry employsver 4 million workers, roughw
60% of whom are womewho face routine
labour exploitation, wage theft, and workp
harassment. Feminist organisations are WOLKIAG, - ac of up to 10 years. Migrant women
on all these fronts simultaneously, often Y :

minimal resources and in the face of increas kers—who provide over $5 billion in annual
}Bﬂln}'ttances to sustain the national economy—face

restrictive civic space and digital surveillance lQWs\a siructural vulnerabilities, including labor

Sri Lanka, LGBTQI+ people face both legal
arginalisation and social stigma, with consensual
ame-sex relations criminalised under Section
and 365A of the Penal Code, carrying prison

. . exploitation, tra cking risks, and severely limited
Addressing Technology-Facilitated Gender B%lscc%ss to justice abroad. At the same time, Sri

Violence (TF-GBV) faced especially by the yopnd,
people in Bangladesh, the Grassroots Y Eg'g
Alliances for Digital Safety (funded via CR
Window-Ill network grants) operates as a dyn
coalition combating the rising tide of cy l
violence and digital blackmail. In an environme

a has a growing, highly adaptive civil society
ystem, including organisations working on

Rual and reproductive health, disability and

Cder, and the rights of historically excluded

i%enous (Veddah) women.




FON'’s Asia portfolio is anchored by CREA, one of the region’s leadirfpgkbaased feminist
International human rights organisations, which possesses degrmiesiobesupporting grassroots
movements. Rather than trying to rebuild structures from scratcls &Xphit role is resourcing
and sustaining the feminist leadership that already exists. Bygdeglble sub-grants ranging up
to €60,000 per initiative, FON enables local civil society orgamgat transition from temporary
crisis-response cells into permanent institutional actors.

Through CREA's strategic accompaniment model, FON-suppoi@=ia&actively driving impact
across four key pillars:

In Bangladesh, FON distributes resources- 0 - : : -
community-based garment worker collectifé@N funds specialized migrantrights coalitions

These funds are used to establish local legaM@idigenous women’s associations in Sri Lanka.
networks, conductworkplace harassmenttrackifg$e Initiatives build cross-border monitoring
and empower female factory workers with fofyalems to protect women from human tra cking

bargaining training to directly counter corpof3@&VOrks, while simultaneously tailoring sexual
exploitation. and reproductive health (SRHR) information to

match local indigenous languages and customs.

Operating within Sri Lanka's punitive leg&tognizing that grassroots groups are frequently
environment, FON nances local human righiggeted by hostile state regulations, CREA
lawyers and activist networks. These grpuRfdes direct, structural accompaniment
provide strategic litigation, safe houses, tgndub-grantees. This includes building robust
emergency legal support to protect the LGBT{ternal governance structures, training activists in
community from arbitrary police arrests unggérypted digital communications to bypass state
Section 365, while pushing for formal legislaix&eillance, and designing long-term fundraising
decriminalization. frameworks to ensure these organizations remain
nancially sustainable.



Feminism Is not a
biological war. It’s
a war against a
mindset.

It IS a vision of

a world where
everyone can live
with dignity.

Kamla Bhasin

Pioneering Feminist Icon,
Activist & Poet



Be Part of the Movement

The organisations featured in this magazinelaes. The question is whether you will help ensure
doing extraordinary work with extraordin@igontinues.
constraints. They are changing laws, healing
communities, and building movements, ofterFGMN o ers a partnership model designed to be
budgets that would not cover the travel expetsasparent, accountable, and aligned with your
of a single international conference. Institutional priorities, whether those are evadenc

of systemic impact, sustainability models,
The question for you is not whether this wockusivity of reach, or crisis adaptability.
matters. The ewdce $ overwhelming that it

Capacity building at scale

Narrative change

Your investment is contextualised and CSOs and survivors gain the communications
accompanied by consortium partners with deej capacity to in uence public opinion, media

local knowledge, so your funding works in real coverage, and policy debate, creating multiplier
not just on paper. e ects beyond the direct grant.

Partnership Levels

FON welcomes conversations with donors at evdgyfsgm institutional funders and foundations
to individual philanthropists and corporate partnershéf/geti are joining the movement for the
rst time or deepening an existing commitment to feminist orgahesiags & partnership structure
designed for you. For enquiry, please reachaut team atvwairimu@ippf.org




Consortium Partners

With the support of



Visit

to learn more
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